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of these sketches has a long literary history as a playwright, story 
writer, and translator in the Yiddish. This is the first of his books, all 
of which were written in this country, to be translated into English. 

Robert E. Park 
University of Chicago 



The Principles of Ante-natal and Post-natal Child Physiology, Pure 
and Applied. By W. M. Feldman. London: Longmans, 
Green & Co., 1920. Pp. xxvii+694. $10.50. 

This book may be regarded as of decided interest to the sociologist 
for two reasons, among others. First, it illustrates liberally the tendency 
of the sciences to become quantitative instead of merely qualitatively 
descriptive. Many pages — almost whole chapters — are given over to 
mathematical formulae and equations which express the data of the 
physiological processes in such form that they can be employed by the 
clinician and practitioner, as well as the research man. What has 
already happened in physics and chemistry is in process in physiology, 
which is now being made over largely into pure and applied mathematics. 
Similar tendencies are, of course, within view in sociology, but they still 
remain largely tendencies because of the continued lack of adequate 
mathematical method. 

The second value of this book to the sociologist is the abundant 
material here afforded for pushing the analysis of environmental influ- 
ences back into the earliest stages of the development of the child. Such 
data are here made available to the sociologist without the necessity of 
going laboriously through a mass of materials scattered through many 
reports, bulletins, and journals in several languages. As an example of 
method of organization the book may also be suggestive to the sociologist. 

L. L. Bernard 
University of Minnesota 



Christian Socialism, 1848-1854. By Charles A. Raven, M.A., 

Fellow and Dean of Emmanuel College, Cambridge. New 

York: Macmillan, 1920. Pp. 396. $6.50. 

This is an admirable piece of historical writing. The Christian 

Socialist Movement though apparently restricted and short-lived takes 

an encyclopedic importance under the treatment of the author since he 
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traces its facts and impKcations over a wide field of social and religious 
history in England and France. While the work is kept close to sources 
throughout, these are handled with great skill and held in constant 
subjection to the demands of the finished narrative. There are few 
graces of style or resources of insight lacking in the author's work. 
The attention of the reader is held throughout. In fact the author 
succeeded in making his reader the contemporary of his subject. This 
gives his work both value and charm. 

The sketches of the founders of Christian Socialism, Ludlow, Maurice, 
Kingsley, and Mansfield, and as well the accoimts of later outstanding 
recruits, particularly Hughes and Neale, are like etchings. Their 
temperamental differences, particular talents and harmony of purpose, are 
set forth very attractively. 

The bearings of the work of Robert Owen, the French Socialists, 
the Chartist Movement, the beginnings of insight in religious and social 
England into the horrors of poverty, and the spiritual implications of 
poverty; the attempts of Maurice and his friends to set forth co-operation 
in theory and in fact as the economic and social expression of the gospel 
are described with S5niipathetic yet critical understanding. The prac- 
tical efforts of the leaders of the Christian Socialist Movement to express 
their Christian idealism in actual productive and distributive co-operative 
enterprises and their attempts to adjust the Movement to the spirit and 
aims of the awakening labor class are discussed with a discrimination 
that is in keeping with the high quality of the work throughout. 

The author holds that the contribution of the whole Christian 
Socialist Movement to moral progress in industrial life is considerable. 
He credits to that movement a most wholesome influence in the develop- 
ment of efforts to educate working men, the development of Friendly 
Societies, the re-enforcement of the demand for sanitary reform and 
better housing for the poor, and in the recognition of the high value of 
industrial co-operation as one of the factors in effective social reform. 

So long as social antagonisms endure, becoming sharper as life becomes 
more complex and united, it will be increasingly difficult to describe any 
aggressive movement with impartiality. Full insight usually involves 
partiality yet the author of this work has given an impartial estimate of a 
Movement that was associated with intense antagonisms. So long as 
men like Maurice live and lead, they will baffle analysis, and no one will 
account for them, to universal satisfaction. Yet the author's account 
of the place of Maurice in the Movement is most satisfying. Many 
years ago a student of Maurice said of him that in all that he wrote his 



REVIEWS 359 

sentences were clear but his pages were obscure. The separate parts 
of his character are simple enough but the aggregate remains difficult to 
imderstand. The volume is very well worth reading and re-reading. 

William J. Kerby 
Washington University 



Rural Organization. By Walter Bltrr. New York: Macmillan, 
1921. Pp. xi+250. $2.25. 

The thirteen chapters of this book are grouped into three parts: 
Part I, "General Principles, Organizations, and Institutions"; Part II, 
"Community Economic Functions"; Part III, "Community Social 
Functions." In the first part an effort is made to define organization, 
community, and its functions, to describe t37pical national organizations, 
and to indicate the proper relations institutions should sustain to one 
another. The second discusses organized community activities in 
relation to farm-production, marketing, securing suppUes, finance and 
communication, and transportation. Part III deals in a similar manner 
with education, sanitation and health, recreation, beautification, and 
home-making. Religion, which rightfully belongs with the last group, 
through some curious fancy of the author, is put under national organiza- 
tions. 

The activities considered are rather meagerly and superficially 
treated throughout; in fact, so much so that the book falls far short of 
what one expects. The discussion of such topics as the farm bureau 
and local credit associations, for example, omits so many vital facts that 
no adequate idea is conveyed. Illustrative instances are drawn too often 
from Kansas, the author's state, to be either interesting or altogether 
typical. 

The book is carefully outlined and well-written. Here and there it 
utters words of wisdom. It is readable, but contributes scarcely 
anything new to our knowledge of the subject. 

Newell L. Sims 

Amherst, Massachusetts 



Our Revolution. Essays in Interpretation. By Victor S. Yarros. 

Boston: Badger. Pp. 251. $2.50. 

The author presents in this collection of thoughtful essa)^ the 

views of "an independent radical." The essays have previously 

appeared in various publications at different times. They are not closely 



